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County treads carefully on hazard land
use issue

Hastings Drive on Long Point, a narrow strip of land that has been
battered by vicious storms over the years and is now o�cially hazard
land, could come back to life with trailers.

About half the cottages that once dotted the peninsula remain, the
others pummeled to death by Lake Erie hurricanes. Now the owners of
the remaining empty lots want to make use of their lakeside properties.

Summer homes, Norfolk Council heard Tuesday night, could be provided
in the form of trailers brought in every year around May 1 and taken out
around Oct. 15, avoiding the prime time for the worst storms: late and
early spring.
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Under the county’s zoning bylaws, you can put trailers on hazard lands
provided you don’t stay in them overnight, the meeting was told.

But there may be a loophole.

“If I take the trailer down and stay up all night, am I sleeping over?”
landowner Randy Mawhiney asked wryly.

The trailers would give landowners a place to change and go to the
bathroom while enjoying the beach, explained independent planning
consultant David Roe of Civic Planning Solutions Inc., who spoke on
behalf of 18 property owners.

Roe asked council to consider changing its upcoming comprehensive
zoning bylaw to allow trailers on the strip of land.

But the situation is not as straightforward as that.

Before allowing even temporary living quarters, the county must consult
with other agencies, including the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
and the Long Point Region Conservation Authority.

“Something as signi�cant as this requires a lot of work,” warned Chris
Baird, Norfolk’s manager of economic development and planning. “It
needs lots of consultation. There are lots of issues that need to be
addressed.”

At one time, Hastings Drive was �lled with cottages. Their numbers have
dwindled over the decades as storms knocked them down and they
weren’t rebuilt.

The turning point came when three big storms struck Lake Erie in 1985,
the last one on Dec. 2 when wind gusts hit 100km/h. Trees were
uprooted, beaches eroded, and cottages destroyed.

Hastings Drive has never been the same since.
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