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PORT DOVER - A Port Dover homeowner won a skirmish this week in the ongoing
battle for control of the Norfolk County shoreline.

Jacob Kolomaya, owner of a single-storey home at 130 Brown Street, wants to demolish
the 45-year-old structure and replace it with a larger, two-storey residence.

Norfolk planning staff recommended against it, as did the Long Point Region
Conservation Authority, because of the home’s location on the Lake Erie shoreline and
its subsequent rezoning in recent years as hazard land.

Norfolk council cleared the way Tuesday for the demolition of this home at 130 Brown St. in Port Dover and the
construction of a larger, two-storey replacement.

NEWS NORFOLK & REGION

Homeowner wins lakeshore skirmish
By Monte Sonnenberg, Simcoe Reformer
Wednesday, January 18, 2017 3:40:57 EST PM

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvzsGsugZnY5vMsmZnvf_H7ww-jRzt4cjnEE6gA8rv20VX0Y8-eQWmpKyG84TtHVh92W1AgtPlKa1AYScyvSW6g3SkzMUBOkOT3sUpW1G73FyHa4P8-XmVlCa_BiNapqrJXMEbPDaGpZZICOXbppGWegzxnUGjreOmpIXc0xAbZDXLjhpVrTnHyAcQqbwSUL2WgRFolQTXoYIUzW_KOmCqI45bUpbjLHu6M6ziEFnXn-iqIYmwUNHHUhb4ljiVbVAKdlH3uBixSr-JtibVtmXlJHkabuPlyKWaV-tw4lS1vpcoWcN4twbqr0Q6TwFudBxGOqCvBLBRLZwWWcFKjLH8a98vIoE5Q4TBFRLXI5sQVUUM4uqL4bYpm8PGqyk4B8OkF0qB921Z0TkNBU_rjNO8NafX0Dvnt7Hw4HXz6y_oeUZZmuiKvm79YjSFfSSXxlvMijqQYt6gYf_O7SwE1MRxQ7nWxuJpnMTGxwjUqOu6wkl5CRFK27sOoVfBSuecxYn_BD32ivmnYCHrDq0W8QMcUHQDSieQNiK6IOAfYjeCewhyTUqO2WrRouVEvjAycMe87taJWkQeqXvutC83qpX28qRcUyJMPYHv9SnmU9rBoH2fzyYiPU5KXV3XSMoR7O_Ns1z-5wRJqLH-NgBnYK2fxn4QSwWzn5y86nRM_9LAC_bImK4JAgKhT1gk5TIWi27ntupGqQsuqFGSr4L_5j6rWtgxiXQoJrKmVP29xwsF5fDY0GjEn5D7mNoK3tAWMNR1XjaXA7xdH4OzYPj5QaQpqFiE7NnH5VQiZpqLg64wFgZuudyZ_jfwrEteBzWSN-OFse8E&sig=Cg0ArKJSzOl71tO3kviU&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.mogo.ca/free-credit-score%3Futm_source%3Dpostmedia%26utm_medium%3Dcpm%26utm_campaign%3DDisplay%3ECanada%3EProduct%3EProduct%26utm_content%3DcreditScoreUpdates6-728x90-creditscore%26utm_term%3DProgrammatic
http://www.simcoereformer.ca/author/monte-sonnenberg


2017-01-20, 1:08 PMHazard land rollback in Port Dover | Simcoe Reformer

Page 2 of 3http://www.simcoereformer.ca/2017/01/18/homeowner-wins-lakeshore-skirmish

Kolomaya was represented at Tuesday’s council meeting by his brother Nathan, a
lawyer with the Simcoe firm Brimage Law Group.

Nathan Kolomaya told Norfolk council that the hazard land designation is overkill. He
pointed out that the existing home is located on a bank 15 metres above the Lake Erie
water line and has a shoreline fortified against erosion. If Lake Erie claims this house,
Kolomaya said, that means all of Port Dover is in serious trouble.

“The question is, is the area really 'hazardous’?” Kolomaya asked. “We say it is not. A
wave that high is a borderline tsunami. All of Port Dover then should be declared hazard
land.”

Kolomaya added that the LPRCA has sent conflicting signals regarding the property.

On the one hand, the authority is against the proposed redevelopment. On the other, the
LPRCA said in a report that it could support a redevelopment along the same lines of
what is there plus an extra 500 square feet.

Strong support in the neighbourhood coupled with no opposition also helped Kolomaya’s
cause.

“We are very glad to see action toward the continued development of the street,” Alfred
and Sherry Thodt of 122 Brown St. said in an email to county planners.

“Over a period of about 10 years there was a significant amount of development on
Brown Street. In the last five years, that has been stalled. As a result, the street looks
patchy and unfinished. It still remains peppered with undeveloped lots.”

The Thodts attributed this loss of momentum to increasingly liberal applications of the
hazard land designation to the Norfolk County shoreline.

“Allowing the street to remain only partially developed is a disservice to the area and
neighbouring property owners,” the Thodts said. “Once a property has adequate
shoreline protection in place, the hazard land designation should be removed and
development allowed.”

As well, Brown Street homeowner Ed Hunter explained to council that pile-driving
techniques are available that would make any home in the neighbourhood impervious to
shoreline erosion. Several houses in the area rest on tall steel piles that are anchored
several feet into the bedrock.

Norfolk council rezoned the section of Kolomaya’s property fronting onto Brown Street
with little discussion.

Leigh-Anne Bower, the LPRCA’s planning technician and regulations officer, defended
the hazard land designation at Tuesday’s meeting. Bower declined to comment when
asked if the LPRCA would appeal Tuesday’s decision to the Ontario Municipal Board.

“These things are decided on a case-by-case basis,” Bower said.
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