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By David Judd 
A dozen owners of cottage lots on Hastings
Drive face an uphill battle in their quest for
permission to camp overnight in motor
homes they propose to park on their own
properties. 
Norfolk County councillors have referred
the request to the county’s environmental
advisory committee for comment. 
Many cottages on Hastings Drive at the
west end of Long Point were destroyed in a
1985 storm. 
Property owners are not allowed to build
new cottages. 

They can visit their lots. They can park boats. 
And they would like to sleep overnight in motor homes or trailers from May to October. 
But Norfolk County and the Long Point Region Conservation Authority aren’t making it easy to
get permission. 
County planning staff and the conservation authority have recommended against overnight stays
in motor homes because they consider them “development” in an environmental hazard area. 
On May 7, property owner Randy Mawhiney urged county councillors to take a common-sense
approach. 
“We own them (the lots) and we want to use them,” he said. 
Hastings Drive has not suffered storm damage since 1985, Mr. Mawhiney said. 
“Do we have to say ‘no’ to everything because of 1985?” he asked. 
Mr. Mawhiney said lot owners are not asking to build on them and wouldn’t treat them as a trailer
park. 
Allowing overnight stays in motor homes would lead to huge problems, warned Simcoe Coun.
Peter Black. 
He said people are liable to build decks and roofs and add outdoor beer fridges. 
Then there will be demands for electricity and garbage pickup. 
Port Dover Coun. John Wells disagreed. 
Folks can visit their lots every day and it doesn’t affect the environment, he said. 
Coun. Wells asked how putting a trailer on the lot suddenly poses a hazard to the environment. 
At Mayor Dennis Travale’s suggestion, councillors asked the county’s environmental advisory
committee to comment on permitting sleepovers in motor homes on Hastings Drive. 
The mayor said lots should be surveyed to ensure they don’t encroach on Hastings Drive or
Canada Wildlife Service land. 
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 Farmers’ Market every Friday Market by the Bay open every Friday at Lions Pavilion 

Planning staff suggested property owners seek changes to the county’s official plan and zoning. 
Charlotteville Coun. Jim Oliver said the process would be cumbersome, time-consuming and
expensive. 
He said the property owners’ request is not unreasonable but bears other implications.
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