
Norfolk County’s attempt to include the public in the decision-making process hasn’t done much to calm strong feelings over the
issue of new development on Hastings Drive in Long Point.
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Two property owners on Hastings were appointed last year to a technical advisory committee tasked with recommending options for
Hastings Drive to Norfolk council. In a scathing letter this week, one of them claims there were serious irregularities with the
proceedings.

Hastings cottage owner Mary Weber says she was surprised to arrive at a committee member Oct. 20 only to discover that county
planner Mary Elder, a representative of the Ministry of Natural Resources and a representative of the Long Point Region
Conservation Authority were holding a “pre-meeting” without her and Hastings property owner Larry Van Severen.

Weber said the meeting was scheduled to begin at 1:30 p.m. The door to the meeting room wasn’t unlocked till 1:42 p.m.

“Do you not think something wrong is up when an advisory committee is formed and two of the members of this committee are
excluded from select issues discussed?” Weber said in a letter Monday that was circulated at Norfolk council Tuesday. “It is my
opinion this committee – minus the two Hastings property owners – was discussing their plans to just let us have our say and let us
think we were making a contribution. Do you think this is very transparent?”

Weber also complains that her comments and those of Van Severen’s were absent from minutes of the Oct. 20 and Dec. 2 committee
meetings. This even though both commented extensively throughout.

“Anyone reading these minutes and studies would assume we did not say a word at either meeting,” Weber said.

Weber was also upset to learn that the technical committee’s draft report was made available to the public without her notice. The
121-page draft document was posted on the county’s website last Friday afternoon. Elder didn’t tell Weber about it till Monday.

Delhi Coun. Mike Columbus asked Elder Tuesday whether she felt the technical committee gave Weber and Van Severen a fair
hearing. Elder said she believed they had.

The technical advisory committee was formed after council voted last year to lift the 30-year moratorium on new development on
Hastings Drive. Dozens of cottages were wiped out on Hastings during a severe winter storm in 1985. Haldimand-Norfolk Region
responded by imposing a hazard land designation on the devastated area.

Norfolk County owns numerous vacant lots on Hastings. It voted to repeal the moratorium, in part, because the devastation in 1985
occurred at a time of record-high water levels in Lake Erie. The lake has since receded and shows no sign of returning to former
levels.

Norfolk planning staff, however, is concerned that council’s position would not stand up to a challenge at the Ontario Municipal Board.
The technical committee process is due diligence for the day that Norfolk council’s final position on Hastings is referred to the OMB.

To that end, Norfolk council will hold a public meeting Feb. 23 in the council chamber at Governor Simcoe Square. The purpose is to
field input on the technical committee’s draft report. Options in the report range from keeping the hazard land designation to allowing
full-blown construction of houses, cottages and shoreline structures such as breakwalls and dockages.

After fielding input from the technical committee and affected property owners, Norfolk council is expected to declare a preferred
option. Even if council opens the door to new development, anyone wishing to invest in Hastings Drive could still face significant
hurdles.

“If residential development is decided to be the preferred option, the county or private landowners may be required to complete an
environmental impact study and/or obtain a MNR permit under the Endangered Species Act to support any development,” says the
draft report, which was prepared by the firm MHBC Planning of Kitchener and Woodbridge
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